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Contacts 
Alain Roy, Director of Campaigns and Activism, aroy@amnesty.ca 
 
Campaign Team 
Craig Benjamin, Indigenous Peoples, cbenjamin@amnesty.ca 
Jackie Hansen, Major Campaigns and Women’s Rights, jhansen@amnesty.ca 
Hilary Homes, International Justice/MENA/Arms Trade/Security, hhomes@amnesty.ca 
Fiona Koza, Corporate Accountability, fkoza@amnesty.ca 
Gloria Nafzigar, Refugees and Migrants, gnafziger@amnesty.ca 
Kathy Price, Central and South America, kprice@amnesty.ca 
Tara Scurr, Corporate Accountability, tscurr@amnesty.ca 
 
Activism Team 
Kim Cahill, Maritimes, kcahill@amnesty.ca 
Sarah Damberger, Southern Alberta, sdamberger@amnesty.ca  
Elena Dumitru, Greater Toronto Area, edumitru@amnesty.ca 
Shauna MacLean, Youth, smaclean@amnesty.ca 
Marilyn McKim, Urgent Actions and Lifesaver youth actions, mmckim@amnesty.ca 
Lily Mah-Sen, Activism Coordinator (Fieldworkers, Groups) lmah-sen@amnesty.ca 
Don Wright, BC/Yukon, dwright@amnesty.ca 

Regional meetings and annual general meeting 

Regional meetings offer members and sup-
porters an opportunity to gather and exchange 
ideas on activism and campaign actions, and 
learn about Amnesty’s plans and procedures.  
 MARITIMES: Halifax, NS: February 8. 

Contact maritimes@amnesty.ca.  
 
 AGM: Ottawa, ON: May 24, 1pm. Online 

election voting will be available at 
www.amnesty.ca/AGM2014. Contact 
aseaton@amnesty.ca.  

 
 SE ONTARIO: Cobourg, ON: May 24. Con-

tact lindanapanee@gmail.com.  
 
 AITO: Toronto, ON: June 14. Contact 

edumitru@amnesty.ca. 

Order materials 
For Amnesty postcards, banners, display tablecloths, T-shirts, or other resources, visit our online 
shop at www.amnesty.ca/store or contact materials@amnesty.ca. 

Want the latest updates  
and actions? 

 
This guide comes out three times per 
year, but we receive new actions 
each and every day. To stay up to 
date on the latest news and actions 
watch our blog, where we will post 
monthly feature actions, including 
some developed since this guide was 
published. 
 

www.amnesty.ca/blog 
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Petitions 
One of the easiest ways to take action is to collect petition signatures. We have petitions for you 
to use! Please use only the petitions listed below. To request electronic or hard copies contact 
jhansen@amnesty.ca.  

Learn with Amnesty 
Learn more about human rights issues, connect with other activists, and get ideas for action at 
our monthly webinars. They are open to everyone and completely free!  
Contact smaclean@amnesty.ca.  

 JANUARY 22nd, 7pm EST. Is Canada Open 
for Justice? Learn about our campaign to seek 
justice for people harmed by Canadian transna-
tional oil, gas, and mining companies and how 
you can lobby your Member of Parliament to sup-
port it. 

 
 FEBRUARY 19, 7pm EST. What can you do on 

International Women’s Day? Share action ideas 
for March 8th. 

 
 MARCH 5, 8pm EST. Take action in support of 

Indigenous land rights. Learn more about how to 
campaign for Indigenous land rights at home and 
abroad.  

 
 APRIL 16, 7pm EST. Get involved in the new global campaign against torture! After dec-

ades of steady progress torture is now on the rise and we’re going to do something about it. 
Learn about Amnesty’s new campaign and brainstorm campaign launch ideas. 

 
 MAY 21, 7pm EST. Get ready to show your PRIDE! Beyond rainbows and glitter, Pride is a 

time to get back to the roots of LGBTI activism. Share ideas for how to celebrate Pride and 
inject an international human rights perspective into local Pride activities.   

 
 JUNE 18, 7pm EST. Fun in the sun—take your campaigning outside! Farmer’s markets, 

music festivals—there’s many ways to take your message outside this Summer. Share ideas 
with fellow activists. 

 Canadians detained: Omar Khadr (Canada), Canadian resident Raeed Malekpour (Iran) 
 Corporate Accountability: Yolanda Oqueli (Guatemala) 
 Freedom of expression: Freedom under threat (Russia) 
 Indigenous rights: Healthy environment at Grassy Narrows (Canada), Free, prior, and in-

formed consent (Canada), UN Declaration (Canada), Canada stand up for Indigenous peo-
ples in Colombia (Colombia), Sarayaku (Ecuador) 

 LGBTI rights: Justice for Noxolo (South Africa) 
 Women’s rights: Violence against Indigenous women (Canada), Violence against women 

(Egypt), Azza Hilal Ahmad Suleiman (Egypt), WOZA (Zimbabwe), Sexual and reproductive 
rights 

 Other: Protect peace community (Colombia), Disappearances (Syria) 

mailto:jhansen@amnesty.ca
mailto:smaclean@amnesty.ca
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Get funding for your innovative activism project 
Amnesty International 
Canada has established 
a fund to allow those 
interested in promoting 
and defending human 
rights direct access to 
monies to support new, 
innovative, creative ini-
tiatives. This fund's 
purpose is to support 
the building of strong 
and vibrant activism in 
key areas: 
 innovative activities 

that educate and 
mobilize the public 
about the Branch's 
human rights priori-
ties; 

 stimulating Amnesty International support-
ers’ activity with a new form of activism; 

 increased communication and/or collabo-
ration of members and supporters; 

 deepening activism on a current Branch 
priority country or theme; and 

 providing opportunities for members/
supporters to learn about current human 
rights issues and build their skills as activ-
ists. 

 

Who can apply? 

Anyone within the Branch—individuals, local 
action circles, community groups or networks. 

 

How are applications made? 

There will be two initial granting rounds.  To 
be considered in the initial distribution of 
funds, download the application at 
www.amnesty.ca/get-involved/activism-fund,   
and email it to aseaton@amnesty.ca by the 
following dates: 

 February 28, 2014 
 April 30, 2014 

Responses to requests will be provided within 
three weeks of the application deadlines. 
 
Applications received after April 30th, 2014 
will be reviewed as they are received—check 
before developing such applications to ensure 
that monies remain to support activities. 
 

How are applications assessed? 

Proposals will be assessed by a three-person 
committee comprised of two Branch members 
and one national office staff person. The com-
mittee can also provide assistance to groups 
and individuals applying in a number of 
ways:  helping members form ideas more fully, 
working to develop a realistic budget, combin-
ing ideas where appropriate, and ensuring ide-
as are shared across the Branch.  
 

More information 

If you would like to discuss your ideas, please 
contact Aden Seaton at aseaton@amnesty.ca. 
She will put you in touch with the most appro-
priate person in Amnesty International to work 
with you in developing your thoughts. 

http://www.amnesty.ca/get-involved/activism-fund
mailto:aseaton@amnesty.ca
mailto:aseaton@amnesty.ca
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Read for rights 
“Many writers have noted the important contribution that literature, and indeed all the arts, can make in fostering re-
spect for human rights, by expanding our humanity and broadening our sympathy for the plights of others.” – Nino Ricci 
 
If you are interested in reading good Canadian books, participating in discussions with other 
readers, and then taking action to help other people, we have a book club just for you! 
 
The Amnesty International Book Club combines awareness and action. Every month, a guest 
reader will recommend a book about the human experience they believe other Canadians need 
to read. It can be fiction or non-fiction, and for our first year at least, we will have books only by 
Canadian authors. 

When you join the Amnesty International Book Club you will re-
ceive a discussion guide including discussion questions, as well 
as background information on the issue or country featured in 
the book. (For January, this will be sent out mid-month; in future 
months you’ll receive it earlier.) Our guest readers and chosen 
authors will help shape these discussion guides whenever possi-
ble. You will also receive a current human rights case that we 
hope you will take action on. 
 
It’s free to join and every month you will receive: the current 
month’s book recommendation; a discussion guide including 
background information and discussion questions; an action case 
on a current human rights issue; and notification of next month’s 
book. 
 
Throughout 2014, we will be adding new features to the Book 
Club, including online discussions and live events in many cities. 
 
Our first book is Three Day Road by Joseph Boyden, as recom-

mended by author Nino Ricci. 
 
Sign up today at www.amnestybookclub.ca. 
  

Start promoting Yoga Day! 

On April 26, studios, schools, workplaces and com-
munity centres will roll out yoga mats with one com-
mon goal: to raise money and awareness for Amnesty 
International’s human rights work.  

 
Hold your own yoga event or join an event near 
you. Join us at www.yogaday.ca.  

http://www.amnestybookclub.ca
http://www.yogaday.ca
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Russia: go for the gold in human rights 
As the start of the Sochi Winter Olympics in February draws near, Amnesty International contin-
ues to use this opportunity to draw attention to human rights violations that Russian authorities 

would prefer to hide behind the celebrations.  
 
While some high profile prisoners including 
members of Pussy Riot were recently granted 
amnesty, many political prisoners remain 
behind bars and it remains ‘repression as 
usual’ in Russia. In late November, the Cen-
tre for Social Policy and Gender Studies be-
came the first NGO to be forced to register 
as "an organization performing the functions 
of a foreign agent." Prior to that, several oth-
er NGOs were heavily fined for failing to reg-
ister as "foreign agents", and at least three 
were closed down. 
 

In the first half of January we are asking members to make one last big push to gather sig-
natures on the global Freedom Under Threat petition. Submit any paper copies of the peti-

tion to the National Office by January 17th. Signatures will be delivered to the Embassy of the 
Russian Federation in Ottawa by the end of January. For copies of petition and ideas for wrap-
up events and social media work, visit www.amnesty.ca/russia.  

Guatemala: take your activism to the stage 
In a world dominated by 24-hour news and shallow sound bites, it can be easy to lose sight of 
the lives of the people behind the stories. In 2009, a Maya Q’eqchi school teacher and commu-
nity leader was killed in eastern Guatemala. He died during a confrontation with mine security 
personnel who were attempting to forcibly evict local residents.  
Community members allege he was killed by private security forces belonging to the subsidiary 
of Canadian mining company, HudBay Minerals. The case is currently before the Ontario Supe-
rior Court. 
  
Adolfo’s widow, Angelica Choc, would like Canadians to know more about the life and death of 
her husband and her community’s struggle for recognition of their rights. In response, Toronto-
based Aluna Theatre wrote a play to tell Canadians this story. 
 
This powerful 20-minute play can be read aloud by a small group of people. You don’t need to 
memorize the lines. Amnesty International has produced a ‘How-to Guide’ that walks you step-
by-step through the process of setting up and reading the play. Would you like to help Angelica 
tell her community’s story? 

 
To order the ‘How-to Guide’ contact smaclean@amnesty.ca. To learn more about mining in 
Guatemala contact mining_guatemala@amnesty.ca or www.facebook.com/AICanadaBHR.   

JANUARY 

http://www.amnesty.ca/russia
mailto:smaclean@amnesty.ca
mailto:mining_guatemala@amnesty.ca
http://www.facebook.com/AICanadaBHR
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Thanks to our moving photo exhibit and events 
by  activists across the country, we made great 
headway in 2013 making visible the emergen-
cy faced by  Indigenous peoples in Colombia. 
 
Their leaders 
told us how 
vitally im-
portant our 
efforts are, 
given danger-
ous ongoing 
assaults on 
Indigenous 
lands and 
lives. 
 
In February, 
we will bring 
a delegation 
from Colom-
bia to speak 
with Canadi-
an Members 
of Parliament and seek a meeting with our 
Foreign Minister. This is the perfect moment 
to present our petitions and photo messages 
demanding action. We need your help to in-
crease the volume of our appeals at this criti-
cal time: 

 
Encourage friends and family to sign the 
petition at www.ta.gd/colpetition.  
 
Make a sign that includes your location 
(i.e. “From Winnipeg, I call for action to 

protect Colombia’s Indigenous peoples”). Take 
a photo of you holding the sign and send it to 
makeitvisible@amnesty.ca.  

 
Multiply your impact by taking photos of 
others with your sign! 

 

Amnesty International is once again support-
ing Have a Heart Day, a national day of soli-
darity and action that focuses public attention 
on the severe inequalities faced by First Na-

tions children 
and youth in ac-
cessing educa-
tion, healthcare 
and other basic 
human rights.  
 
As the First Na-
tions Child and 
Family Caring 
Society says, 
“Have a Heart 
Day is about car-
ing Canadians 
working together 
to ensure First 
Nations children 
have proper ser-
vices that make 

them feel proud of who they are.”  
 
Send a Valentine’s Day card or letter to the 
Prime Minister or your Member of Parlia-

ment. 
 
Organize a film screening or other aware-
ness-raising event in your community. You 

may wish to screen this new film:   
www.nfb.ca/film/hi-ho_mistahey_en 
 

 
Spread the word on Twitter and Facebook 
using the hashtag #HaveaHeartDay and 

#FNkidscount 
 
For more information and resources vis-
it  www.fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart  

JANUARY – FEBRUARY 

Another push for  
Colombia 

Canada: have a heart for 
First Nations children 

http://www.ta.gd/colpetition
mailto:makeitvisible@amnesty.ca
http://www.nfb.ca/film/hi-ho_mistahey_en
http://www.fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart
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When 100 citizens in a remote village in Democratic Republic of the Congo were massacred by 
the Congolese military—allegedly using trucks and other logistical support provided by a Cana-
dian-owned mining company—the survivors of the massacre, unable to receive a fair trial at 
home, came to Canada to seek justice. But the Canadian court closed their doors, saying that 
Canada would not hear the case. When the tailings pond of a Canadian-owned mine collapsed 
and sent tons of highly toxic waste into a river in Guyana, communities lost their drinking water 
supply. They tried to seek justice in Canada because the company was headquartered here, but 
the Canadian court turned them away.  
 
Victims of human rights abuses involving multinational companies face enormous challenges 
when seeking justice. Companies are able to escape legal liability for human rights violations by 
exploiting the many barriers to justice that exist. For example, companies push for cases to be 
sent back to the country where the harms occurred, knowing that a claim there is unlikely to 
succeed. 
 
Amnesty International believes that corporations should be held accountable for their involve-
ment in human rights violations, regardless of whether the violations took place in the country 
where the company is headquartered, or the country where the harms occurred. Governments 
need to remove obstacles frequently faced by victims of corporate human rights abuses. 
 
Canada is home to two-thirds of the world’s mining and mineral exploration companies, and 
when Canadian courts close their doors to foreign victims, they may end all realistic avenues for 
victims to seek justice. This is why Amnesty International, in collaboration with the Canadian 
Network on Corporate Accountability, has launched the Open for Justice campaign, calling on 
Canada to be “open for justice” and not just “open for business.” 
We are calling for: 
 An extractive-sector Ombudsperson with the power to independently investigate complaints 

and make recommendations to corporations and the government of Canada; and    
 Legislated access to Canadian courts for people who have been seriously harmed by the in-

ternational operations of Canadian companies. 
 
Visit the “Open for Justice” website at www.amnesty.ca/open-for-justice to send an online 
letter to your Member of Parliament demanding that Canada be “Open for Justice.”  
 
Phone or visit your Member of Parliament during our week of action from February 17-23. A 
toolkit and talking points will be available on the website. 

FEBRUARY 

http://www.amnesty.ca/open-for-justice
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Organize for International Women’s Day (March 8) 
How will you be celebrating International Women’s Day this year? On March 8th, wom-
en, men, girls and boys will gather at events around the world to celebrate achieve-
ments made in the fight for women’s rights, to show solidarity with our sisters world-
wide, and to tackle the challenges that remain head on.  
 
This year on International Women’s Day Amnesty International is focusing on one chal-
lenge in particular— the fact that many wom-
en and girls around the world do not have ac-
cess to the full range of sexual and reproduc-
tive health services that they need to live a 
safe and healthy life.   
 
We want all women around the world to have 
what we have here in Canada—the freedom to 
make informed choices about our bodies and 
our lives and access to a full range of sexual 
and reproductive health services. 
 
This International Women's Day join us and 
call on Canada to champion gender equality 
and women’s rights, and to fund sexual and 
reproductive health services for everyBODY! 
 

Sign and promote our online petition 
www.ta.gd/SRRpetition. This is the last chance to make your voice heard before  world 

leaders meet at the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD+ 
20) in April 2014 to discuss the future of sexual and reproductive rights.  

 
Write a personal letter to Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird calling for human 
rights for everyBODY! Let him know that you believe in service equality— you be-

lieve that everyone, regardless of where they live, should have access to the full range of 
sexual and reproductive health services that we have available to us in Canada. Urge 
Canada to participate fully in the ICPD + 20 process and to exercise strong and progressive 
leadership on gender rights.   

 
Show the Canadian government that everyBODY Counts! Trace your body on a large 
sheet of canvas, fabric or other material, cut it out and send it to us. We want every-

one—girls, boys, men, women, old people, young people— to send in cut-outs of their 
bodies and show their support for sexual and reproductive rights. We will use these cut-
outs to visually display that EveryBODY has sexual and reproductive rights that must be 
respected, protected and fulfilled. Contact jhansen@amnesty.ca and stay updated by join-
ing the Facebook group at www.facebook.com/groups/women.amnestycanada.  

FEBRUARY 

http://www.ta.gd/SRRpetition
mailto:jhansen@amnesty.ca
http://www.facebook.com/groups/women.amnestycanada
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 Day of action: land rights of Indigenous peoples 
“The worldwide drive to extract and develop minerals and fossil fuels 
(oil, gas and coal), coupled with the fact that much of what remains of 
these natural resources is situated on the lands of indigenous peoples, 
results in increasing and ever more widespread effects on indigenous 
peoples’ lives. As has been amply documented… indigenous peoples 
around the world have suffered negative, even devastating, conse-
quences from extractive industries.” – UN Special Rapporteur on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples James Anaya 
 
Around the world, governments and corporations are tar-
geting the lands of Indigenous peoples in a new global 
rush for resources. Rigorous human rights protections are 
needed to ensure that Indigenous peoples are not further 
victimized in the process, but can freely make their own 

decisions about when such development should take place and on what terms.  
 
The tragic reality however is that governments routinely ignore Indigenous peoples’ rights to 
their own lands and resources, or obstruct the fair and timely resolution of outstanding land dis-
putes. International human rights bodies have recognized that this arbitrary disregard for Indige-
nous peoples’ rights is a form of racial discrimination, one that is rooted in our colonial past 
and which should have no place in the 21st century. 
 
Amnesty International members are encouraged to use March 21st, the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, as an opportunity to focus their activism on Indigenous 
land rights. Here are some ideas of ways to mark the date: 

 
Make a push to get signatures on our petitions on the crucial Indigenous rights standard of 
free, prior and informed consent: www.ta.gd/fpic  
 
Sign our online petition calling for an extractive sector ombudsperson to investigate corpo-
rate human rights abuses: www.amnesty.ca/open-for-justice 
 
Organize a mini-letter writing marathon focused on our current cases on Indigenous rights in 
Canada, Colombia and Guatemala. For details see www.ta.gd/fpic.   
 
Screen a documentary such as “Gold Fever,” “Heart of Sky, Heart of Earth,” “Land and 
Life,” “We Women Warriors Weaving Wisdom,” or “Children of the Jaguar.” All are available 

from the National Office by contacting dglasbeek@amnesty.ca.  
 
Reach out to Indigenous peoples’ organizations in your community to explore possible joint 
events like a panel discussion. 

 
Canada is at the heart of the global rush for resources. And Canadians have a special obligation 
to demand that our government, and corporations headquartered in Canada, respect internation-
al human rights standards. For more information and future updates visit www.amnesty.ca/fpic 

MARCH 

http://www.ta.gd/fpic
http://www.amnesty.ca/open-for-justice
http://www.ta.gd/fpic
mailto:dglasbeek@amnesty.ca
http://www.amnesty.ca/fpic
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Syria: third anniversary of 
the uprising 

March 15th marks the third anniversary of the 
crackdown on pro-reform protests in Syria, 
which escalated into the current internal 
armed conflict. Over 100,000 people are 
dead. Thousands more have been tortured, 
arrested or disappeared. Some two million ref-
ugees—half of them children—have fled over 
the border to escape the relentless fighting. A 
further 4.25 million are internally displaced in 
Syria.  
 
The international community continues to fall 
short of an effective response to the ongoing 
crisis and the UN Security Council remains 
divided. However, there is finally some hope 
on the horizon with many parties to the con-
flict agreeing to attend peace talks in Geneva 
early this year. 
 
Work with others in 
your community to 
organize events—
panels, film screen-
ings, food and cul-
tural evenings—
raising awareness 
about the crisis in 
Syria and encourag-
ing dialogue on 
working together to 
protect human 
rights.  

 
For current ac-
tions on Syria, 

and to be put in contact with our Syria Work-
ing Group (who can provide guidance on work-
ing with the Syrian diaspora), contact 
hhomes@amnesty.ca.  

 
Join our Facebook group to follow our work 
on Syria: www.facebook.com/groups/

AmnestySyria.   
 

An important deadline is approaching and 
your action is vital to hold the government ac-
countable for its promise that Canadian com-
merce with Colombia does not contribute to or 
benefit from human rights abuses in Colom-
bia.  
 
Amidst a human rights crisis in the South 
American country, Canadian Members of Par-
liament only agreed to enact the Canada-
Colombia Free Trade Agreement with a re-
quirement for an annual assessment of human 
rights impacts, due to Parliament each year by 
May 15th.  
 
So far, the government has provided economic 
data but next to nothing about human rights, 
and nothing at all about the footprint of Cana-
dian extractive companies in Colombia. It has 

also remained silent 
about the crisis for 
Indigenous peoples, 
more than a third of 
whom are threat-
ened with cultural 
and physical eradi-
cation, amidst an 
influx of mining, oil 
and gas companies 
and forced displace-
ment from territory 
indispensable to 
their survival. 
 
 

Send the government a message before 

May 15 asking for information about the 

footprint of Canadian trade in Colombia. 

Contact kprice@amnesty.ca for details for 
look for an update at www.amnesty.ca/

makeitvisible. 

Colombia: resource  
extraction & human rights 

MARCH – APRIL 

mailto:hhomes@amnesty.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmnestySyria/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmnestySyria/
mailto:kprice@amnesty.ca
http://www.amnesty.ca/makeitvisible
http://www.amnesty.ca/makeitvisible
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 “It’s not easy to bear being spat at in the face, being pushed and shoved, the tear gas, the tussles with the police, and 
we women having to throw ourselves on the ground. That is not easy to bear, but we do it because we believe in our 
struggle and in asserting our rights.” —Yolanda Oqueli, Guatemalan human rights defender 
 
Yolanda Oqueli has not only been on the receiving end of these indignities, she was shot and 
seriously injured for her work as a human rights defender in Guatemala in 2012. In the seven-
teen months since, no one has been brought to justice 
for the attack.  
  
Yolanda says knowing that she is making things better for 
future generations keeps her motivated. She recently told 
Amnesty International how much the support of our 
members means to her. She recounted the day she ar-
rived home exhausted and in tears, and her mother 
showed her a package of cards and drawings from mem-
bers in Canada.  
 
“Reading the words ‘you are not alone’ is priceless,” said 
Yolanda. “I am grateful for this and I think it’s so im-
portant to stand in solidarity with another person in diffi-
cult times. There aren’t words for it and I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.” 
  
Yolanda and her fellow activists in the Northern Front of 
the Metropolitan Area (FRENAM-Resistencia La Puya, as 
it’s known in Spanish) continue to be at risk for defend-
ing their rights. A new report by the UN Special Rappor-
teur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders exam-
ines the relationship between large-scale development projects and the activities of human 
rights defenders, and highlights the dangers faced by activists, saying they are some of the most 
at-risk defenders today. The UN Special Rapporteur argues that human rights defenders are an 
integral part of ensuring that development projects are “people centred, non-discriminatory, 
participatory, and transparent” and that those responsible, including governments and compa-
nies, are accountable for their actions.  
 
Until that day, defenders like Yolanda and her FRENAM colleagues must be protected by the 
Guatemalan government from threats and retaliation for their activism. The UN Special Rappor-
teur affirms that peaceful resistance movements should be seen as “legitimate attempts to de-
fend the rights of those directly and indirectly affected by development projects and policies.” 

 
Sign the petition calling for an investigation into Yolanda’s shooting: www.amnesty.ca/
business. The petition will be delivered to the Guatemalan authorities in the next few 

months.  
 
Email mining_guatemala@amnesty.ca to learn more about our work on the extractive indus-
try in Guatemala. 

Yolanda Oqueli: we believe in our struggle 

APRIL 

http://www.amnesty.ca/business
http://www.amnesty.ca/business
mailto:mining_guatemala@amnesty.ca
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We can stop torture 
Torture is on the upswing and we’re doing something about it! In late May, Amnesty Internation-
al is launching a two-year campaign to stop governments from torturing. In 1984, we success-
fully campaigned for the adoption of the UN Convention on Torture. At the turn of the century, 
activists were optimistic that the international community was on the path towards abolition of 
torture. Over the past decade, however, we have witnessed an alarming rollback on the prohibi-
tion of torture, and even an increase in its use. Governments today continue to torture to extract 
information, silence dissent, and simply as an act of cruel punishment. 
 
Now is the time for concerted global action to stop torture. Working towards a global ban and 
robust legal international framework is not enough. To bring about genuine change and put the 

international com-
munity back on 
the path towards 
the abolition of 
torture, we need 
to mount and de-
liver a global cam-
paign focused on 
the establishment 
and implementa-
tion of effective 
safeguards. Tor-
ture thrives be-
hind closed doors 
where safeguards 
are not in place or 
are not put into 
practice. Poor 
documentation of 
arrests and prison 

transfers, denial of lawyers during interrogation, and refusing prisoners access to doctors and 
medical services all contribute to a climate where torture continues unchecked. 
 
In order to achieve real human rights change, our campaigning will focus on five countries 
where the strength of Amnesty’s global movement can contribute to real progress: Mexico, Mo-
rocco/Western Sahara, Nigeria, Uzbekistan and the Philippines. We can make a real impact in 
the lives of people in these countries through this campaign. We will also be urging Canada to 
sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture, and rescind directives 
allowing the use of information potentially sourced from torture. 

 
Hold an event to launch the campaign in late May.  
 
Organize an activity in June 26th, the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture. 
 
Want more information and action ideas? Contact jhansen@amnesty.ca.  More information 
about this campaign will become available in early 2014. 

APRIL 

mailto:jhansen@amnesty.ca
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Get ready to show your PRIDE! 
Pride activities are held in communities across Canada from May-September. Getting involved 
in local Pride parades, human rights vigils, and other events is a great way to show Amnesty In-
ternational’s commitment to working on LGBTI human rights issues and to spotlighting some of 
the international cases that we are working on. 
 
In June of 1969, 
a riot ensued in 
response to po-
lice brutality 
aimed at LGBT 
people around 
the Stonewall Inn 
(a gay bar) in 
New York City. 
These protests 
against police 
raids, harassment 
and ill-treatment 
helped galvanize 
the LGBTI com-
munity and their 
allies across the 
US, giving birth 
to the modern 
LGBTI rights 
movement. This 
event has since 
been commemorated annually in communities worldwide with festivals and marches. Pride 
events are primarily a place where LGBTI communities celebrate who they are and create posi-
tive visibility for a community that has suffered greatly under a cloak of invisibility. Some events 
feature over-the-top parade floats, drag costumes, dance, music. 
 
March in your local Pride parade with fellow Amnesty International members and supporters. All 
you need are a few people and homemade signs with slogans like “LGBTI rights are human 
rights” and “human rights are my Pride. Make sure to register in advance. 

 
Organize a booth at a Pride event. This is a great opportunity to collect petition signatures 
and generate interest in our work on LGBTI issues. 
 
Partner with local LGBTI organizations and organize a human rights vigil to honour the lives 
of those who have lost their lives to homophobia. 
 
More information, including cases we are featuring during Pride season, petitions, and our 
2014 Pride action toolkit, will be added to our website at www.amnesty.ca/lgbt in the com-

ing months. For more information contact lgbt@amnesty.ca. Join our Facebook group at 
www.facebook.com/groups/lgbt.amnestycanada. 

MAY 

http://www.amnesty.ca/lgbt
mailto:lgbt@amnesty.ca
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lgbt.amnestycanada
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Don’t close the door on refugees 
Canada has changed the way it responds to refugees. Those who are resettled from overseas and 
those who make a claim for refugee protection after arrival in Canada are affected by these 
changes.   
 
The selection of refugees from overseas has been limited to fewer world regions. Groups who 
apply to privately sponsor refugees are restricted on the number of people and world region from 
which they can sponsor. Most privately sponsored refugees no longer have federal coverage for 
important health needs, such as medications and prosthetics. 
 
Canada’s program for resettlement of refugees from Syria is inadequate. In the first eight 
months of 2013, only nine government-assisted Syrian refugees arrived in Canada. More than 
two million refugees have fled Syria.  
 
Refugees who make a claim inside Canada are treated differently according to the country they 
have come from and how they arrived in Canada. 
Those who arrive from a so called ‘safe’ country 
(like Mexico) have a shorter period of time to 
make their refugee claim and are not allowed to 
appeal a negative decision. These changes are 
most harmful to women making refugee claims 
based on gender violence, and members of the 
LGBTI community who must immediately come 
‘out’ after years of hiding their identity. Further-
more, the Minister of Public Safety can now des-
ignate groups of two or more people, based on 
how they arrived in Canada. Those designated 
face mandatory detention with limited review and 
a five year bar on family reunification.  
 
Join Amnesty International and our partners in the 
Canadian Council for Refugees in June to demon-
strate your solidarity with refugees; and call on 
Canada not to close its doors to refugees. 

 
Plan now to organize or participate in a solidarity walk in support of refugees in your com-
munity. The Canadian Council for Refugees plans to map solidarity walks taking place 

across Canada in the month of June (around the time of World Refugee Day on June 20). Our 
goal is to collectively walk 4,500km (the approximate distance from coast to coast). Fifty peo-
ple walking 10km in your community can clock 500km. Amnesty International will provide re-
sources and support to groups and individuals who participate. This is your opportunity to 
demonstrate your support for a Canada that welcomes refugees, and celebrate the contributions 
refugees have made to your community. Contact gnafziger@amnesty.ca to find out more about 
how you can be involved. 

 
Keep up to date with our work on refugees and migrants via our Facebook group at 
www.ta.gd/fbrefugee.  

JUNE 

mailto:gnafziger@amnesty.ca
http://www.ta.gd/fbrefugee
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Invite a guest to speak at your event 

ACTIVISM 

One of the most popular ways of drawing public attention to an important human rights issue is 
to organize a guest speaker or panel discussion. Just the right speaker will both move and in-
form people about the issue and hopefully motivate them to take further action such as joining 
your group or action circle. 
 
So where do you start? This Activism Guide lays out priority campaign actions for the next sev-
eral months. You’ll want at least two or three months for planning, and you’ll want to select a 
topic that your group is interested in promoting and that you think your community will respond 
to.  
 
Topic in hand, are there other groups in your community that might wish to get involved? Uni-
versity groups or departments, human rights or humanitarian groups, unions, faith groups—
many share our concerns on a wide range of issues and might jump at the chance to partner 
with us. They may also have speaker ideas. For example, the Amnesty International office in 
Vancouver works with staff and volunteers from Oxfam, Battered Women’s Support Services, 
and others to organize an annual event for International Women’s Day. Everyone works together 
to identify speakers, musical guests, and promotional opportunities. For helpful dos and don’ts 
when it comes to working with partners, please consult our handy guide to working with other 
organizations at www.amnesty.ca/2013-resource-kit.  
 
A planning committee can make a big difference to ensure everything is organized and promot-
ed properly. A good chairperson will make sure tasks are spread around and that everyone has 
deadlines for securing a venue, confirming a guest speaker or panel, issuing a media release, 
posting to social media, and preparing action materials for the audience.  
 
It also pays to ask about connections people may have to valuable resources. Does a group 
member or one of your partners have direct access to a suitable venue? Can you make use of a 
library, community centre, or college lecture hall? If there is a charge to use the room, can you 
collect donations at the door to help offset the cost? Are the room acoustics good, and is there 
a data projector and screen in case one of the speakers has slides? Is the space accessible, 
near public transportation, well lit, and secure? Is there space to have on-site daycare to make 
the event accessible to those with young children?  
 
Guest speakers can come from a variety of places: from within your group, from other communi-
ty organizations, college instructors, returning humanitarian workers, journalists, or from the 
immigrant community, depending on the topic. Offer assistance to cover the cost of transporta-
tion or parking, and be sure to thank speakers with a small gift (an Amnesty International pen 
or calendar is always appreciated). Amnesty International staff may also be able to help with 
ideas and advice. If you are unsure if a particular speaker or organization is appropriate for an 
Amnesty International event, please check-in with the relevant staff person (see contact list on 
page 2 of this guide). If you are new to holding meetings or planning public events, check out 
our online Resource Kit, which has numerous meeting and event planning guides.  
 
Once you have a date, venue, event title and speaker, you’re halfway there! The next big chal-
lenge is getting word out through community groups, regular and social media, and word of 
mouth. Prepare a news release for the media, ask other community organizations to send a note 

http://www.amnesty.ca/2013-resource-kit
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out to their members, and create a Facebook event page. Make public announcements at prior 
events. Put posters up around town. Coffee shops, bookstores, libraries, community centres and 
college/university campus are all good places to leave small flyers people can take with them. 
List your event in our online events calendar at www.amnesty.ca/events.  
 
Follow up with media contacts. Repost to blogs, Twitter and Facebook. Don’t forget to tell your 
family, friends and co-workers. Bring them with you to the event! 
 
When the big day arrives, get to the venue early and make it as inviting as possible, greet peo-
ple as they come in, and make sure someone is dedicated to greeting and looking after your 
guest speaker (a small pitcher of water and a glass is essential). Start as close to on-time as 
possible and make sure to end on time. 
 
Last but not least, turn your event into a moment for activism by providing participants with an 
opportunity to take action before they leave. Contact jhansen@amnesty.ca or your local Amnesty 
International office for petitions and postcards. Please send event photos and information about 
how things went to dwright@amnesty.ca.  

 
Check out our Resource Kit at www.amnesty.ca/2013-resource-kit 
 
Apply to the Activism Fund for money to cover event costs: 
www.amnesty.ca/get-involved/activism-fund 

 

http://www.amnesty.ca/events
mailto:jhansen@amnesty.ca
mailto:dwright@amnesty.ca
http://www.amnesty.ca/2013-resource-kit
http://www.amnesty.ca/get-involved/activism-fund
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